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Local kids welcome guests from Egypt

EXCHANGE from B1

their Mount Everett counterparts.
Yesterday, they went sliding at a
local farm in the morning, and
then had- lunch in the Mount
Everett cafeteria.

Mohamed and his Mount
Everett partner, Stefan Zdziarski,
both eight-graders, have already
bonded somewhat. They both like
heavy metal and rock and roll
music, and both play guitar.

Another Mount Everett student,
Victoria Aldam, 14, said she has
been looking forward to the

exchange program, “because I
thought it would be an amazing
experience.”

She and her Egyptian partner,

"Farah Gad, also 14, have been e-’

mailing each other for the past two
weeks, getting to know each other
ahead of their visit.

“We e-mailed each other about
a lot of things,” Victoria said.
“Likes, dislikes, hobbies, fashions.
I don’t know. What else, Farah?”

-Farah giggled and shrugged. “A
lot of stuff,” she said.

Victoria reported that several
students and their Egyptian guests

attended the sliding party.

“We had a blast,” she said.

And so far, both Victoria and
Farah are enjoying each others’
company.

“Oh yeah, Farah’s
Victoria said.

Farah agreed that the "experi-
ence has been a positive one so
far. But she said the snow, in
which she fell a few times during
yesterday’s sliding party, still
requires some getting used to.

“But I had a good time,” she

great,”

said.
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Program brings
Egyptian students to
South County to learn
about American culture,

By Derek Gentile
Berkshire Eagle Gtaff

SHEFFIELD — Mohamed Omar,
«n exchange student from Egypt, said
the one té:zmg that stands out so far in
his wisit to America is the snow, which
he doesn’t see in his native country,

“I'm not used to it at all,” he admit-
“Bat it's okay. I'm cool.”
&m@é is one of 12 exchange s tu-
rom Egypt who will be spendin
about w0 weeks with host mmm a@
Mount Everett Regional High School
The py ogram is part of the }&Ji)ma}mw

rogram, in which the school had been
pating since 2007. Michael
, 4 mach@r at the school, is one
creators of the program, which
students from Egypt to
American culture and government for
a two-week period.

In addition to :zz‘s‘a:z;ﬁmg classes at
it Everett, Egvptian student:
i their x;:*s:z.,%i:z s will travel with

erett students and {l‘i}&“}&;?*

ones to New York City, Washington
D.C. and Philadelphia,

”ﬁk intent, said Farmer, is to give the
students some insight into

mmmw and its concepts, but at the
ake the trip as fun as it is

e

w democracy

Darren Vanden Berge / Berkshire Eagle Staff
Mount Everett students and visiting Egyptian students enjoy a family-style
barbecue as part of the KiDmocracy exchange program.

works, and why it is the best system in
the world,” said Farmer.

The Egyptian students arrived in’
Sheffield on Saturday night after an
extended 12-hour flight from their
native country. They were greeted by

EXCHANGE, continued on B5
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